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b T 0 ["(‘ H L O\TF 7’ tates have assumed a broader role
JUMLL L b in education than ever before.
Across SEDL’s region and others, state

leaders are promoting systemic

improvement with tough accountability
policies.

State Accountabilily Policics
Push Student Achievement

Education in the United States has always been a state responsibility. But until
recently, most states limited their activities to licensing teachers, accrediting
schools, and issuing rules and regulations on matters such as the length of
school day and year. State education agencies in a small number of states,
Louisiana and Texas among them, also adopted textbooks.

Today, all that has changed. State leaders,
including those in Arkansas, Louisiana, New
Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas, are leveraging
improvement through complex accountability
systems made up of standards, assessments,
public reporting, rewards and sanctions—all
designed to raise student, school, and district
achievement.

Some states have produced impressive
results, winning wide public support for
groundbreaking accountability procedures.
Texas, for instance, has gained national
recognition for its insistence on holding
schools accountable for helping poor and
minority students meet the same
achievement levels as other students. Its
efforts have been rewarded with not only
higher test scores, but also with the ability to remove some schoois from the
ranks of "low performing.”

Others are moving more cautiously or, like Okiahoma, are still wrestling with
ways to finance their accountability systems. And a growing number are
finding themselves up against the political ramifications of their new measures
and contemplating mid-course corrections. Among the issues these states are
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reexamining are: Should states and districts hold schools to absolute standards
or adjust their expectations to account for differences in family income or

existing student achievement? How fast should scores improve? What if too
many students fail?

State eaders are leveraging Th|_s issue of_ SEDL's Insights on Equcat:on
. S Policy, Practice, and Research reviews some
improvement throgh complex of the assumptions, tensions, and lessons in
aceauniabilily svsiems all the current accountability movement as well
designed to raise student, sehool. as the progress states in the region have
made in implementing their accountability
poticies. From time to time, it also draws on
the experiences from other states across the

and distriel achicvemenl.

country.
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This edition of Insights on Education Policy, Praciice, and Research was written by Cllik Rouk, Policy Studies
Associates in Washingion, DC, and edited by Joyce Pollard, Director of Institutional Communications and program

rmanager for policy information services &t SEDL. Julia Guzman, SEDL policy speciaiist, conductad additional
research,

Insights on Education Policy, Practice, and Research may be reproduced and copies distributed to members by
educationat agencies, organizations, and associations.

This pubiiéation is basad on work sponsered wholly, or in part, by the Office of Educationa! Resesarch and
Irnprovement, U.S. Dapartrment of Education, under Contract #RI96006801. The centents of this publication do not
necessarity reflect the views of OERI, the Department, or any other agency of the U.S. Government.
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